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Introduction
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This issue looks forward to the coming year with many dates to fill your diaries. Key amongst these is the upcoming Reliability season, with full details now received from clubs. All the dates you need to know from the County events are also included to whet the appetite – including a brand new series...

Reliability Programme 2011
The 2011 Shropshire reliability programme is an opportunity for riders of all abilities to test themselves against others - or against a reasonable time limit and to get fitter for the upcoming season. There is a small charge for participating (a fraction of the cost of a Sportive) and for riders unfamiliar with any course, route maps will be available, although Map My Ride links for those with Garmin or similar devices are shown below. Food is available at some events afterwards. All riders are welcome.

30th Jan: Wrekinsport CC: Rodington Village Hall 53 miles 9:30-9:50am

Route: http://www.mapmyride.com/route/gb/rodington/323811669176 
6th Feb: Ludlow CC: Ludlow Leisure Centre 47 & 70 miles, 9:20-9:45am

Routes: http://www.mapmyride.com/ride/united-kingdom/ludlow/205148409 (short)

http://www.mapmyride.com/ride/united-kingdom/ludlow/139424503  (long)

13th Feb: Paramount CRT: Sundorne Sports Village 42 & 64 miles 9:30-10:00am.

Routes: http://www.mapmyride.com/route/gb/shrewsbury/123698118750 (short)

http://www.mapmyride.com/route/gb/shrewsbury/583236217668 (long)

20th Feb: North Shropshire Wheelers: Raven Café, Prees 50 & 84 miles 9:00-9:15am.

Routes: http://www.mapmyride.com/routes/view/5261395 (short)

http://www.mapmyride.com/route/gb/prees/800720302363 (long)

27th Feb: Mid Shropshire Wheelers: Sundorne Sports Village 54 miles 9:30am. 

Route: http://www.mapmyride.com/routes/view/25923766  

6th Mar: Newport Shropshire CC: B&M Home Bargains car park 50 miles 9:30-9:45am.

Route: http://www.mapmyride.com/route/gb/NewportReliability/412602127061 
13th Mar: - Market Drayton CC: Lidl car park 55 miles 9:00am.

Route: http://www.mapmyride.com/routes/view/26541270 
8th May: - Oswestry Paragon CC: Llanyblodwel Village Hall 49 & 70 miles, 9:30 (long) 10:00 (short).

Routes: http://www.mapmyride.com/ride/united-kingdom/-llanyblodwel/450936613428  (short)

http://www.mapmyride.com/ride/united-kingdom/llanyblodwel/596135380294 (long) 
Friction and Hydraulic Services Shropshire Championship Points Series
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Once again the SCCA is extremely grateful for the support of Ian Spark for the Open Series, which sees a slight change for 2011. An experiment to limit the number of counting rides in 2010 to the best 10 from 16 events has been modified to the best 12 from 16 events for 2011, which still gives riders missing a round or two due to work, holidays or a mechanical issue a fair chance. 

The loss of the Newport 25 has been compensated for with Mid Shropshire Wheelers putting on the Championship 10 – and on a familiar course too with the A442-based D10/23r, more commonly used for the Spring and Autumn SCCA 10’s getting it’s first ever outing for an Open event.
	Round
	Date
	Day
	Time
	Club/Association
	Distance
	Course

	1
	05/03/11
	Saturday
	14:00
	Wrekinsport CC
	Hilly 18
	K21/18

	2
	19/03/11
	Saturday
	14:00
	Oswestry Paragon CC
	Hilly 17
	D18/2r

	3
	24/04/11
	Sunday
	08:00
	Mid Shropshire Wheelers
	25
	D25/8

	4
	14/05/11
	Saturday
	14:00
	Ludlow CC
	10
	R10/6B

	5
	15/05/11
	Sunday
	07:00
	Mid Shropshire Wheelers
	50
	D50/3r

	6
	28/05/11
	Saturday
	14:00
	Newport Shropshire CC
	10
	D10/23

	7
	01/06/11
	Wednesday
	19:00
	Oswestry Paragon CC
	10
	D10/8

	8
	07/06/11
	Tuesday
	19:00
	Shropshire Cycling Clubs Association
	25
	D25/23r

	9
	18/06/11
	Saturday
	15:00
	Mid Shropshire Wheelers
	10
	D10/23r

	10
	21/06/11
	Tuesday
	19:00
	Shropshire Cycling Clubs Association
	30
	D30/11

	11
	29/06/11
	Wednesday
	19:00
	Dysynni CC
	10
	D10/8

	12
	02/07/11
	Saturday
	14:00
	Ludlow CC
	10
	R10/6B

	13
	17/07/11
	Sunday
	07:00
	Shropshire Cycling Clubs Association
	100
	D100/1

	14
	30/07/11
	Saturday
	14:00
	Wrekinsport CC
	25
	D25/23t

	15
	28/08/11
	Sunday
	08:00
	North Shropshire Wheelers
	25
	D25/8

	16
	24/09/11
	Saturday
	16:00
	Wrekinsport CC
	10
	K52/10


County Championship events shown in red

2-Up Series
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Brand new for 2011 is a four event 2-Up Series designed to give extra meaning to this format – and to give riders plenty of practice for the SCCA 4 Up taking place on 7th August. Only agreed at the Association’s January meeting the Series is entirely based on 10 mile events using standard club courses. All are ‘Entry on the Line’ and SCCA medals will be awarded to the top three pairings. The events are:

· Sunday, 13th March at 9:00am – North Shropshire Wheelers (Prees)

· Tuesday, 31st May at 7:00pm – Ludlow CC (Brimfield)

· Tuesday, 5th July at 7:30pm – Mid Shropshire Wheelers (Westbury)
· Wednesday, 3rd August at 7:00pm – Wrekinsport CC (Long Lane)

Rules: A minimum of three events with the same partner must be ridden to qualify, with points awarded based on the actual times of the second team member across the line. Composite SCCA teams are allowed, with one point being awarded to the winning team, two to the second etc – lowest qualifying points tally from three events wins. A tie break will be decided by fastest ride in any event.
Parker International Series
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Parker International showed no hesitation in renewing their sponsorship of the Club Series for 2011 and the Association once again extends their appreciation to Jack Parker and Angie Lukehurst for their support of cycling’s grass roots. The Series is designed to encourage riders to try out new courses – and particularly for those who stick to 10 miles to try to extend themselves a little at low cost and with easy ‘Entry on the Line’ conditions. As with the Friction Series, points will be limited to the best 12 from 16 counting events which are:
	Round
	Date
	Day
	Club/Association
	Distance
	Time
	Course

	1
	20/03/11
	Sun
	North Shropshire Wheelers
	19
	09:00
	D2/19

	2
	27/03/11
	Sun
	North Shropshire Wheelers
	25
	09:00
	D25/20

	3
	02/04/11
	Sat
	Shropshire Cycling Clubs Association
	10
	15:00
	D10/23r

	4
	09/04/11
	Sat
	Shropshire Cycling Clubs Association
	10
	15:00
	D10/23r

	5
	16/04/11
	Sat
	Shropshire Cycling Clubs Association
	10
	15:00
	D10/23r

	6
	11/05/11
	Wed
	Wrekinsport CC
	19
	19:00
	D3/9rev x2

	7
	17/05/11
	Tues
	Shropshire Cycling Clubs Association
	9.8
	19:00
	K52/9.8

	8
	22/05/11
	Sun
	North Shropshire Wheelers
	25
	09:00
	D25/8e

	9
	24/06/11
	Fri
	Oswestry Paragon CC
	19
	19:00
	TBC

	10
	06/07/11
	Wed
	Wrekinsport CC
	19
	19:00
	D3/9rev x2

	11
	02/08/11
	Tues
	Ludlow CC
	10
	19:30
	D28/10

	12
	10/09/11
	Sat
	Oswestry Paragon CC
	1.6 (H/C)
	14:30
	D0/16

	13
	25/09/11
	Sun
	Mid Shropshire Wheelers
	30
	10:00
	D16/1rev x2

	14
	01/10/11
	Sat
	Shropshire Cycling Clubs Association
	10
	15:00
	D10/23r

	15
	08/01/11
	Sat
	Shropshire Cycling Clubs Association
	10
	15:00
	D10/23r

	16
	15/01/11
	Sat
	Shropshire Cycling Clubs Association
	10
	15:00
	D10/23r


Parker International Move

From 24th January Parker International have a new home at Unit 12, Hortonwood 33 – and a change of phone number too. Customers are still very welcome at the new premises, which are open Monday to Friday and which should save a lung-bursting ride up Abbey Road! Contact details are 01952-604877 or www.parker-international.co.uk. 
End-End Ride

Following on from last month’s newsletter, another SCCA club member is completing the [image: image6.jpg]


End-End in May 2011. Ian Taylor from Wrekinsport is riding to raise funds for Action Medical Research, and his route is South-North over nine days, averaging 115 miles a day. Ian has some corporate sponsors, and recently completed a turbo training session in Tesco in Telford where he raised a further £330, covering 95 miles.  His sponsorship now stands at £1635 from a total need of £2200.

The route includes a stop over in Shrewsbury on the night of 24th May, so if anyone would like to ride over and see him it will be appreciated.  To find out more about Ian's effort you can follow him via his website - www.rolyatnai.pwp.blueyonder.co.uk, and also sponsor him directly from his dedicated fundraising page - http://www.action.org.uk/sponsor/iantaylor 
Mick Davey
Ludlow stalwart Mick Davey lost his battle for life on 31st December after a year long[image: image7.png]


 fight against pancreatic cancer. A life-long cyclist, and in particular a tricyclist of some note, Mick’s job took him both around the Country and to New Zealand, always accompanied by his soul mate, Jacquie through the 29 moves they made before finally retiring in 1984 before moving to Ashford Carbonell in 1988.

Mick joined his first club, Leicester Forest C.C. in 1948 aged 18 where he enjoyed grass track racing. Following National Service between 1951-2, he belonged in succession to Farnborough CC, Bristol South CC, Hounslow and District Wheelers, Thurso Social and Cycling Club, Clacknaucuddin CC, and Wessex RC in rapid succession just in the 1950’s, and with work moves continued this trend during the 1960’s, 1970’s and early 1980’s, always making a point of joining the local cycling club. 
In 1956 when he found his main interest – the tricycle, maintaining over 50 years membership of The Tricycle Association, which included winning the TA BBAR in 1960. This period also saw Mick set a number of SRRA records. That he was able to beat the two hour mark on such a machine in 1966 will give you some idea of his ability, which was still showing strong in 1976 when he broke all South VTTA tricycle records.
Mick’s move to Ludlow soon saw him getting involved in all aspects of the club from racing to assisting in whatever capacity he could. As an engineer of some standing Mick was extremely competent mechanically, building two recumbent bikes and inventing his own electric bicycle as well as maintaining a shed full of esoteric bikes and associated parts from as far back as the 1940’s, and this led to his role as the font of much sound advice within the club – and not just mechanically. Mick was also a deep thinker, publishing a small book “Think about It – Your Guide to Heaven” in 1985.
Other roles included being Treasurer for a five year period, club timekeeper, course designer, promoter, and latterly helper at HQ. But he will most be remembered as the man behind “Bentspoke”, the Club Newsletter that appeared quarterly and which was the forerunner of Mick’s great desire to communicate. Filled with good cycling information as well as anecdotes and stories from the cycling world, cartoons, humorous tales – and naughty jokes – it was the precursor to the modern era, when Mick discovered the internet, changing the mix more towards humour – and greater frequency of communication.
In essence Mick was always there when the club needed him. He was reliable, constant, wise and knowledgeable about cycling and life in general, cheerful, encouraging, understated and non-judgmental, non-political and he capped this with a humour that was mischievously sarcastic. His cup was always half full not half empty. He will be sadly missed as a most helpful, friendly, and supportive person full of humour the like of which is all too rarely seen.

SCCA Rule Change
Cash prizes will not be awarded to Tandem pairs in SCCA Open events if there are less than two pairs competing. Medals will however continue to be awarded to members where applicable.
‘Wonky Wheeler’ 10

The first event of the 2011 cycling calendar saw the traditional SCCA New Year’s Day 10 mile time trial attract ten hardy competitors looking to see just how unfit they had become thanks to a lay-off during the coldest December on record. And it was Ludlow’s Clancy Wilson who made the long journey north worthwhile with a maiden victory in honour of club stalwart Mick Davey, who passed away on 30th December. 

Wilson coped with the undulations of the Cold Hatton – Shawbirch course well to cross the finish line in 25 minutes 41 seconds at an average 23.36mph – overtaking runner-up Dave Gostelow on the return leg. Gostelow was heard to complain about a weight gain due to the enforced lay-off causing issues, not that most of the field would have noticed with a fine ride that just beat the 27 minute mark by a second. This pushed Wrekinsport team mate Robin Shedden back into third place with a respectable 27:25.

Conditions were kind to the riders, and despite a wet road surface the six degree temperature and barely noticeable northerly wind felt positively tropical compared to December. 

World Transplant Games Champion Richard Smith made the most of a good warm-up to snaffle fourth in 28:20 – exactly a minute ahead of fellow transplant patient Chris Foster who travelled down from Congleton for this event. Meanwhile Alex Ferrier threw his leg across a bike for the first time in 18 months and suffered as a consequence, ending the day on 34:14.

Result:

	Pos'n
	Name
	Club
	Time
	MPH

	1
	Clancy Wilson
	Ludlow CC
	25:41
	23.36

	2
	Dave Gostelow
	Wrekinsport CC
	26:59
	22.24

	3
	Robin Shedden
	Wrekinsport CC
	27:25
	21.88

	4
	Richard Smith
	Wrekinsport CC
	28:20
	21.18

	5
	Chris Foster
	Congleton CC
	29:20
	20.45

	6
	Dave Fletcher
	Wrekinsport CC
	30:58
	19.38

	7
	Glyn Jervis
	Wrekinsport CC
	31:12
	19.23

	8
	Alun Owen
	Oswestry Paragon CC
	31:53
	18.82

	9
	Alex Ferrier
	Unattached
	34:14
	17.53

	10
	Paul Alldritt
	Wrekinsport CC
	35:05
	17.10
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My First Event – Phil Guy
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My first event was in March 1963. The early season Liverpool TTCA 25 was held on the D1 course from Parkgate Island, down the A41 (Chester northerly bypass) to turn in the road at Hatton Heath (Milestone Chester 6) and retrace to finish near the Mollington Banastre Hotel on the outskirts of Chester. At the time this was one of the fastest courses in the country, after the famous Southend Road course in Essex, and riders travelled from far and wide to ride it.

I rode for Wrexham Wheelers at the time and, at 14 years of age and in a borrowed club jersey, I presented myself to the start timekeeper in Poey Lane. We had just survived the worst winter for years and I hadn't missed a single club run despite eight weeks of iced and frozen roads and couldn't wait to race.

I was riding my newly acquired Viking Severn Valley, complete with 42/52 chain rings and straight through 14–18 5 speed block, and high pressure 27 x 1¼ tyres and tubes - that's what we all rode in those days. My handlebar-mounted bottle cage contained a feeding bottle with a pint of milk in it, which I duly drank after the turn, in line with advice from more experienced club mates. What did they know?  Five miles later I deposited most of said milk on the side of the road and all over my newly acquired Viking Severn Valley. Anyway, I completed the course in 1:13:02 and was well chuffed with that, seeing as I had beaten a couple of club mates and couldn't wait till next week’s West Cheshire 25. I borrowed a pair of sprints and tubs and rode 78” fixed. My chain came off 5 times and I finished in 1:18. Ah well. So began a lifetime of time trialling, which, to date, has lasted 48 consecutive seasons. Can't wait for 2011…

To keep this series going we need more of you to put pen to paper with YOUR first ever race. Don’t be shy, we all had to start somewhere and it’s good to look back to ‘how it was back then’, even if that is only a handful of years ago. Email: davidpoulter@aol.com      
Long Lost Courses – Oswestry 25, D25/12

The D25/12 was a simple ‘out and back’ course along the A483 Oswestry-Welshpool road.  It started opposite The Drill Hall at Morda long before the by-pass took traffic out of town past the Industrial Estates. Heading south-west through Llanymynech and Four Crosses for 12.5 miles before turning in the road near Arddleen, there was no suitable island like now at the start of the Welshpool by-pass. The return followed the outwards route and finished just before the start, turning left off the main road in Morda.

The outward ride wasn’t too bad as there was little uphill and what wasn’t flat was fast downhill. A very different story on the way back as the road starts to climb through Llanymynech and gets steeper up the appropriately named village of Pant. You had to be a really good rider to beat the hour on this bit of road. The SCCA Championship 25 was held on this course in 1984. Was there a 10 course used along this road? I don’t remember ever riding one, the nearest being in the Glyncieriog valley, a version of which was used a few years ago for the SCCA Championship 10. This was the course of Oswestry Paragon CC, who had quite a thriving club for a few years in the early and mid 80’s before going into mothballs for some time till the club resurfaced in its current guise. It is understood that the club has been reformed several times in its history – is anyone from Oswestry able to put together a brief history for this newsletter?
RTTC National Championship 50 – 1976

Back over 30 years to look at when Ira Thomas of Mid Shropshire Wheelers organised the National 50 on their D50/3 course at Battlefield (starting outside the Red Lion pub). The course went up to Prees Heath Island, retracing to Battlefield corner and then headed up the A53, through Shawbury, Hodnet village, and did a dead turn in the road outside The Squirrel pub at Wollerton. In those days there was no island at Battlefield (or Tern Hill, hence the dead turn which was commonplace in TT’s back then). The main road went through Prees and Hodnet villages with no by-pass until recently. Shawbury had yet to have the traffic lights installed which put paid to a lot of courses along the A53. Interestingly the distances were measured in Miles, Furlongs and Yards, which even then no doubt caused some scratching of heads amongst riders.  

It was the 33rd Mens Championship and the 28th Ladies event and was held on 11th July 1976 (with a 7:01am start), and was part of the Mids 50th Anniversary. As expected the top riders of the day entered in the hope of gaining their first, or adding another National Championship. Of those only top seeded rider Martyn Roach (winner of the event in 1968, 1969 and 1972) failed to start. At the 25 mile point around Hadnall village, there was only likely to be one winner. Fourteen riders had beaten the hour for the half distance, three of them doing ‘58s’, but with a stunning 56:24 ‘King Alf’ Engers was leading by just over two minutes and on his way to a first ever 50 mile National crown, with Graham West and Clive Pugh just a second apart in 2nd and 3rd but never thought to be in with a chance of beating Engers.

However there was drama near the Wollerton turn at about ¾ distance, ensuring that Engers never wore the 50 crown during his whole career. A puncture caused him to lose the big advantage that he had, a wheel change with a spectator would not fit into Alf’s short wheelbase bike and so he had to continue on bike borrowed from Mick Jeggo. He had lost over two minutes and the race to West, whose time of 1:57:03, was 29 seconds too fast for the devastated Engers. Third place went to Pugh who lost over a minute to West over the second 25 miles. In fourth place was Keith Boardman, father of future star Chris. In all, the first 12 riders beat two hours. The team award went to the very strong Kirby CC (6:00:23), with future England team manager Doug Dailey one of the counters

Fastest local rider was teenager Alan Roberts, riding for Chester RC, with 2:00:24 - good enough for 15th place. Other local riders were Phil Guy (also riding for Chester RC), 2:03:00 (25th), Graham Perks (Wrekinsport, 2:07:31, 41st), Rob Whittrick (Mid Shropshire Wheelers, 2:08:17, 44th), Graham Mellor (North Shropshire Wheelers, 2:15:43, 56th), and Gordon Davies (Wrekinsport, 2:18:28, 59th).  

The ladies event, not unexpectedly was an emphatic 18th win at the distance for Beryl Burton, her winning time of 2:01:24 would have been good enough for 17th place in the Men’s event. Terrie Riley took 2nd nearly 11 minutes back, but just faster than Beryl’s daughter Denise in 3rd. Unfortunately the 3rd counter for their team award failed to start, so Gordano Valley CC took the honours. Local interest was restricted to 16 year old Wrekinsport rider Helen Price who just beat evens with a creditable 2:29:27.  

This was taken from the SCCA collection of start and result sheets and other memorabilia relating to cycle racing in the county. A big thanks to Alan Roberts for photocopying his collection, but we still have plenty of gaps. Can anyone else help?
SSSCRRL Programme 2011 
For those who enjoy the ‘dark side’ of cycling, the SSSCRRL have announced an[image: image10.jpg]


 extended programme of 14 events for 2011. With 143 different riders in 2010 there’s bound to be competition for the 80 places on offer with priority going to affiliated clubs and riders who subscribe to the whole series. Typically there are four groups seeded by ability on a handicap basis, and it is up to riders to work together to close the gap – or stay away. All races start at 7pm, and you must marshal your own club’s event. The approximate costs will be £84 for the whole series; or £15 per race (Entry on the Line) for non-affiliated riders, £13 (£10 Juniors) to affiliated riders, which represents very good value in road racing terms. Contact Dave Goring for more details
	Date
	Circuit
	Organising Club(s)

	28/04/11
	Knighton
	Stafford RC

	05/05/11
	Charlton
	Wolverhampton Wheelers

	12/05/11
	Huntington
	Walsall RC/West Mids Police

	19/05/11
	Enville
	Wolverhampton RC/Elizabethan CC

	26/05/11
	Knighton
	Newport Shropshire CC

	02/06/11
	Charlton
	Mid Shropshire Wheelers

	09/06/11
	Enville
	Stourbridge CC

	16/06/11
	Leighton
	Paramount CRT

	23/06/11
	Enville
	Halesowen/Stourbridge Velo

	30/06/11
	Huntington
	Born To Bike

	07/07/11
	Sundorne
	Wolverhampton Wheelers

	14/07/11
	Charlton
	Wrekinsport CC

	21/07/11
	Sundorne
	All Clubs to provide

	28/07/11
	Huntington
	All Clubs to provide


Fashion Police Alert

The SCCA’s appeal for old photos from presentation events has produced this picture from Alan Roberts, who cannot be the only rider with such incriminating evidence in his archives! Taken in 1974, this followed Alan’s first Open Championship 25. The picture shows Alan with Graham Mellor and his wife Geraldine, who is Norman White's Daughter.
Thanks to Alan for owning up to this one – have other SCCA members got other fashion catastrophes of them – or other cyclists they would be willing to share? Contact Dave Fletcher
Marshalling Rota

Phil Guy has put together a provisional marshalling rota for SCCA-promoted events in 2011 which will be shortly sent out to SCCA reps. It goes without saying that without the assistance of helpers it would be impossible to run the extensive programme of events in the County, so we would like to thank volunteers in advance and ask member clubs to do there best to fit in with Phil’s suggestions as smoothly as possible.

SCCA NEWSLETTER


Issue 10: January/February 2011








